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world wars. In her article, “So­
taa, sitä tarvitaan. Maria Jotunin 
kuvaus 1930-luvusta” (‘War, it is 
needed. Maria Jotuni’s depiction 
of the early 1930s’) Elina Mar­
tikainen discusses the juxtaposi­
tion of discourses justifying vio­
lence and preserving society in 
Jotuni’s novel, and compares the 
novel to the third volume of 
Väinö Linna’s Under the North 
Star trilogy (1962) and Mika 
Waltari’s novel Appelsiininsie-
men (‘Orange seed’, 1931). 

During its first years, the 
Kauniainen villa community, 
founded in 1906, became a sig­
nificant centre of literature and 
arts of Swedish-speaking Finns. 
Hanna Elomaa discusses Kau­
niainen’s past as an artist and 
writer community and the rea­
sons why this past is frequently 
forgotten. They have essentially 
to do with characteristics of the 
area as a suburb, the likes of 
which were not usually seen as 
significant in themselves (“Kir­
jailijat ja esikaupunki. 1900-lu­
vun alkupuolen Kauniainen 
paikkojen välisissä suhdehierar­
kioissa” (‘Writers and the sub­
urb. Kauniainen of the early 
1900s in relational hierarchies 
between places.’))

In his extensive review, “So­
tahistorian atlanttinen yhteys. 
Angloamerikkalaisen akateemi­
sen sotahistorian tutkimuksen 
piirteitä” (‘The Atlantic connec­
tion of war history. Features of 
Anglo-American academic war 
history research.’) Pasi Tuunai­
nen presents the versatile aca­
demic research of war history 
practised in Great Britain and 
North America. The field has de­
veloped from traditional opera­
tions history and has preserved 
its position well. It comprises 
several research orientations, 
which have borrowed method­
ology from a variety of disci­
plines. Research tackling the 
societal and non-military aspects 
of war from bottom up com­
menced as long ago as almost 
50 years. Currently, in addition 
to the social-historical point of 
view, war is increasingly studied 
as a cultural phenomenon. 

(Translation AAC NOODI Oy)

ern perspective. However, the 
proximity of the British Isles to 
the Nordic countries and Anglo-
Saxons’ partly southern Scandi­
navian background affected their 
worldview. In her article “Poh­
joinen ääri anglosaksien maan­
tieteessä” (‘Northern reaches in 
Anglo-Saxon geography’), Irme­
li Valtonen discusses from a 
historical-philological perspec­
tive how these different tradi­
tions appear in geographical 
knowledge and depictions of the 
northern reaches of the world. 
What peoples and areas were 
placed at the northern end of 
Europe in Anglo-Saxon sources? 

Irma Sulkunen’s “Kaksi tietä 
naiskansalaisuuteen. Suomen ja 
Uuden-Seelannin äänioikeus­
uudistusten vertailu” (‘Two roads 
to female citizenship. A com­
parative study of suffrage re­
forms in Finland and New Zea­
land’) discusses the suffrage re­
forms in Finland and New Zea­
land from a comparative per­
spective. Sulkunen places the 
reforms in wider historical, cul­
tural and socio-political contexts 
and asks what models of female 
citizenship were being drawn up 
in the reforms. Sulkunen empha­
sises the gendered characteristics 
of the concept of citizenship but 
also other factors defining citi­
zenship, which moulded west­
ern interpretations of equality. 

To what extent is it possible 
to grant freedom of religion 
without corrupting the people? 
This was a hot potato to the Lu­
theran Church in Finland at the 
end of the 19th century. The 
leading clergy felt that they were 
morally responsible for the peo­
ple as a whole and there was no 
way to know what would hap­
pen if the reins were loosened. 
In his article “Pakon ja vapauden 
välillä” (‘Between constraint and 
freedom’), Yrjö Taka discusses 
the freedom of religion in Finn­
ish society from the perspective 
of religious doctrine. 

Maria Jotuni’s posthumous 
novel Huojuva talo (‘The sway­
ing house’, 1963) is not only a 
depiction of a marriage but pro­
vides also an interesting view 
into Finland between the two 
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contents

■■ The Historical Journal 2/2010 
discusses a variety of themes:

The Anglo-Saxon literary cul­
ture was largely based on pre-
existing materials produced in 
the continent and with a south­


